To whom it may concern:

August 20, 2004

Japan Credit Rating Agency, Ltd.

Notice of acquisition of rating from Rating and Investment Information, Inc. and

We are reporting that Mizuho Securities Co., Ltd. ( President Y oshio Osawa ) has acquired the
following rating to expand the limit amount of CP issuance from Rating and Investment
Information, Inc. and Japan Credit Rating Agency, Ltd.

Details
1. Reason for expansion of the limit amount

To expand the means of capital procurement

2. Rating
Title Commercia paper
Limit amount 300 billionyen — 500 hillion yen
Rating R&| JCR
a1 ((unchanged ) J-1 (\unchanged )

Inquiries:

Corporate Communication Office
Administration Department
Planning Group

( 81-3-5208-3176)



